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less. He would shift his feet about, and run his hand
up over his forehead, through his Indian-black hair, and
lift his upper lip and show his teeth, which were as
white as a hound's."

Of course the speech so admired then was in-
finitely below what was done afterwards. The
very next was probably better, for Mr. "Webster
grew steadily. This observer, however, tells us
not what Mr. Webster said, but how he looked.
It was the personal presence which dwelt with
every one at this time.

Thus with his wonderful leonine look and large,
dark eyes, and with the growing fame which he
had won, Mr. Webster betook himself to Ports-
mouth. He had met some of the leading lawyers
already, but now he was to be brought into direct
and almost daily competition with them. At that
period in New England there was a great rush of
men of talent to the bar, then casting off its colo-
nial fetters and emerging to an independent life.
The pulpit had ceased to attract, as of old ; med-
icine was in its infancy; there were none of the
other manifold pursuits of to-day, and politics
did not offer a career apart. Outside of mercan-
tile affairs, therefore, the intellectual forces of the
old Puritan commonwealths, overflowing with life,
and feeling the thrill of youthful independence
and the confidence of rapid growth in business.
wealth, and population, were concentrated in the
law. Even in a small State like New Hampshire,